Honoring the Legacy
Psalm 78:2-7
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To the Members, Family, and Friends of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church-Champaign,

1863 was a dark lime and difficult ime. Ournation was embroiled in a bloody civil war that would determine the physical
fate of millions of Black people held who were held unjustly by the system of chattel slavery. A Union victory and the end of
such an evil institution was not guaranteed and no parts of this country escaped the horrors and the uncertainty of that brutal
conflict.

Yet, amid this darkness, a small group of men and women would use the light of African Methodism to lay the foundation
for a place that would serve nat only as a hush harbor for those fleeing to the Narth from the Confederate South, but also those
who had already found a home in a small space of land in Central Illinois That place was Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church, the oldest Black Church in Champaign County.,

Beloved Bethel Family, for 160 years our church has stood at the epicenter of Champaign County in general and the
Black Community specifically. Before thers was the University of Illinois, before there was the NAACP, before there were Black
Greek T.etter Fraternities and Sororities, before there were any ather Black churches or community organizations there was Bethel
These roots, our roots, run deep. From the visionary group that organized the church to the dedicated members who reised the
money to purchase the original property to Albert Lee to Emma Bridgewater to Cecil D. Nelson to Hester Suggs to Paul Lawrence
Pope to Anna Scott Walls to 4 of the Ellis Drive 6, these roots, our roots run deep. It was through the hard work of the
aforementioned men and women that our church could thrive and survive though the Civil War, Reconstruction, Post
Reconstruction, 2 World Wars, the Korean War, the Civil Rights and Black Power Movements, the Vietnam War, the Post-Civil
Rights era of Reagan, Bush I and Bush II, the war on terror, the COVID-19 pandemic and the Era of Trump. These roots, our
roots run deep.

As we celebrate our 160th yvear, we have embraced the theme Rooted in Faith...Honoring the Legacy™ based on Psalm
78:2-7 because we do not simply stand of the legacies and strength of those who now occupy the great cloud of witnesses, but we
also uphold their legacy by continuing to show up in the world in a manner that honors God and edifies the community. From our
robust youth and teenager ministries to the ways in which current members participate in civil engagement, we have just as many
reasons to be proud of who we are now as who were then. Beloved family, not only did we survive 2 years of a global pandemic,
civil unrest, and government maleficence, but we emerged stronger, wiser, and closer to God. Truly, in a world that seeks to
suffocate us and hinder our growth, Bethel has become the place where people can breathe and grow.

As the 60th person sent by God to Pestor this great congregation, please allow me to offer my sincerest congratulations
and blessings on achieving this amazing milestone. Let us continue together to be rooted in faith, honoring the legacy and being
a vital part of not only Champaign County but the world!

To God be the Glory
'L '_ L. Ih

Rev. Terrance L. Thomas

401 E Park Street = Champaign IL 61820 = Phone: (217) -356-0323
A Place to Breathe and Grow




African Mcthodist Episcopal Church
Illino1s Conference
North District

Rev. Tyson J. Parks, Presiding Elder
1609 Glenview Avenue ~ Danville, Illinois 61832
Cell: 217-369-3920 ~ Fax: 217-442-8772
Email: cldert.parksiecomeast.net
Website: ilnorthdistrict.org

March 29, 2023
To Pastor Terrance L. Thomas and the Bethel Church Family -

The [irst lady and I congratulate you for 160 years of service as the oldest Bluck church in the Champaign
County urca. You ure the reeipients of a logacy of faith, trust and obedicnce of those clergy and lay persons who have
gone belore you. Looking back, we see the many miracles thal God has besiowed on Bethel and hew He has kept vou te
this present hour. I know that God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow and His wonders, He will continually
perform as we continue to trust Him. To God be the glory for ITis undying favor.

Your rich history bares testimony of God’s favor upon veur journey fiom past to the present. Remember
what our Lord and Savior Tesus smid, ... "With men this iy impossible; bul with God all things are possible”
(Matthew 19:26).

We pray that God’s Light will shine brightly upon you as you grow and advance in service te [lis People.
Thanks be to God for your undying faith.

In Christ’s Love,

3

Rev. Tyson J. Parks
North District Presiding Elder

Feariy A Pk

Mrs. Pearly M. Parks
North District First Lady

TIP/PMP:ifs
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'l ) AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL'CHURCH
BISHOP JOHN FRANKLIN WHITE, PRESIDING PRELATE

Conferences: Canadian ¢ Chicago * Illinois * India ¢ Indiana ¢ Michigan

Blessings toThe Rev. Terrance L. Thomas

and the members of

Bethel AME Church in Champaign, IL

Congratulations as you celebrate your 160th Year Church Anniversary.
May you continue to be blessed by your faithfulness throughout the
generations as you work to build God’s Kingdom. We pray that God’s
Light will shine brightly upon you as you grow and advance in service
to His People.

Mrs. Penny Hartsfield White
Episcopal Supervisor

Bishop John Franklin White
Presiding Prelate, Fourth Episcopal District
African Merhndlqr Episcopal Church

Bishop Richard Allen ITouse - 4448 South Michigan Avenue - Chicago, lllinois 606553
Phone: (773) 955-9825 - Fax: (773) 955-9840 - AME4th.org
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URB AN A Office of the Mayor
Diane Wolfe Marlin

400 S Vine St » Urhana IL ¢1801 = (217) 384-2457 » dwmarlin@urhanaillinois.us

Greetings from the Mayor

April 5, 2023

T am pleased to extend warm greetings to Bethel African Methodist Fpiscopal
Church, and all of those celebrating the 160%™ Anniversary Celebration.
Congratulations on reaching this exciting milestonc.

Since its origin in 1863, Bethel has been a warm and accepting home to many across
the Utbana-Champaign community; a church where everybody is somebody. This is
a beautiful opportunity to reflect on and be proud of the many accomplishments that
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church has made, and look forward to contmued
blessings.

Again, congratulations, and please accept my best wishes for a memorable time of

celebration and [ellowship, and thank vou [or the unwavering commilment (o the
spiritual prowth of the greater Utbana and Champaign community.

Sincerely,
hiane Wolfe Marlin

Mavor

urbanaillinois.us
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THE [LLINOIS SENATE
OF THE 103RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS ACKNOWLEDGES

Wrpthel African Methodist Tpiscopal Church
IN RECOGNITION OF
CELEBRATING ITS 160TH ANNIVERSARY,
1863 - 2023,

AND EXTENDS ITS CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES
TO ALL THE CONGREGATION ON THIS MOMENTOUS OCCASION.

OFFERED BY: SENATOR PAUL FARACI

STATE SENATOR
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TEM ANDERSON
SENATE PRES H)tNI s e

SECREVARY OF THE SENATT

NO 103-1¢3 APIRIL 4, 2023




Sunday Morning Worship Speaker
Rev. Dr. Micheal Smith

Rev. Dr. Micheal A. Smith, JD, D. Min., BCC is the Bishop Anderson House Chaplain serving the
trauma, burn and critical care units of John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County in Chicago,
Illinois. Rev. Smith has earned a Bachelor of Business Administration Degree from Howard
University in Washington, DC.; a Juris Doctorate from Case Western Reserve University School of
Law in Cleveland, Ohio; and a Master of Divinity and a Doctor of Ministry from the Ecumenical
Theological Seminary in Detroit, Michigan. He is an ordained Itinerate Elder in the African
Methodist Episcopal Church and has served in parish ministry in Michigan, Indiana and Illinois.
His professional and community memberships include the Association of Professional Chaplains
and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. He is currently studying Spanish to better provide spiritual
care and support to the significant Spanish speaking community that utilizes the community
hospital he serves. He is guided by 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, *Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our
affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation
with which we ourselves are consoled by God.
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Master of Ceremony
Matthew White

Matthew White is a Moming & Midday Anchor at WCIA 3 News. He is an
Indiana native who graduated from Indiana State University in 2017,
Before graduating, he got his first job in news at WTHI-TV in
Terre Hautte, Indiana. During his time there, he served as an evening
s VL newscast editor. Matthew’s first News anchor job came in Bowling
Green Kenmdg! at WNK Yin 2019. In the year he was there, he served as the Morning and Midday
Anchor. Matthew would also report stories for the Midday show each day. In 2020, Matthew
accepted a Morning and Midday Anchor position at KCAU in Sioux City, lowa. While in lowa, he
covered the lowa caucus and even volunteered at the Boys and Girls Club. Matthew also took on a
“little” through the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Siouxland organization.

As far as passions go, Matthew loves to volunteer, watch movies, listen to music and travel. He also
has a cat named Reese, who was named after his favorite candy Reese’s Cups, You can catch him
alongside Karina Rubio on The Morning Show every weekday morning.

Comedian
Chris Hightower

Chris Hightower @funnychigh is a Danville native that is very active in
his community, He loves C-U Comedy and started his own showcase in
his hometown of Danville — Funny First Friday, featuring comedians
who have performed nationally and internationally. Providing Danville
with a fun, fast-paced urban comedy shows in a classy upscale
environment, Hightower has been involved with some great rooms
bringing that fun to local venues,

Chris has done fundraiser shows that require “clean” material and he is able to do it terrifically
switching gears to appeal to several types of audiences,




DJ
Dante Scott

Dante Scott (DJ Slim) @thereal djslim is a Champaign
native and radio personality for WEFT 90.1. He is one of
many local DJ’s that contributes his time to the Hip Hop
Express, Hip Hop Xpress brings programming such as
spoken word, RC cars, and boombox design to youth in
historically excluded areas. Scott says, “If you want to

| B see change in the community, you've got to get out and
start doing stuff”

ethel Reunion Choir

JAME CHURCH
Charmpaign, IL

Bethel has always been blessed musically and has been fortunate in the quality of its choirs,
Joining us this weekend is our present choir members along with choir members who have
returned to help us celebrate special occasion.

Banks, Deborah Maze, Vuanita Battle PRESENT CHOIR MEMBERS
Blank, Deborah Meares, D1. Henry Carter, Elaine

Chatman, Jimmie Peacock, Calvin Hayes, James H., Ir.
Gay, Benita Rollins Phillips, Melva Henderson Lovia
Harmon, Elaine Purdie, Benjamin Hendrix, John

Hudson, Clarence Sappington, Nafisah Freeman Hines, Kevin

Hursey, Paul Jr Stiggers, Nonita Lomax, Debrae

Hursey, Shirley Stratton, Dennis Lotts, Donte

Ingram, Darnell Townsend, Marsha K Marshall, Shirley
Jeanette Donaldson Turner, Kenneth Pope, Katherine
Kinney, Curtis Walker-Freeman, Shirley Renfro, William V.
Lomax, Leon C, Washington, Earl Roberts, Patricia
Lomax-Cobb, Kimberly Washington, Traniece Turner-Winston, Ronnie
Lomax-Kinney, Anita Winrow, Ramona Suggs Polly Washington
Mason, Barbara Suggs
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The Bethel AME Church Family would like to thank each of you for helping us celebrate our 160th
Church Anniversary. A "Special Thank You" to:

Rev. Terrance L. Thomas

2023 Anniversary Steering Committee (The BAMEC Steward Board)

Rev. Elexis Wilson The BAMEC Culinary Staff
The BAMEC Trustee Board The BAMEC YPD The BAMEC Music Ministry
Debrae Lomax ~ Gala Venue Coordinator & Decorations
Benita Rollins Gay ~ Corsages & Boutonnieres The CityView Banquet Staff

Ronnie Turner-Winston ~ Anniversary T-shirt Designs

Deborah Banks & Polly Washington ~ Reunion Choir Coordinators

Dr. Barbara Suggs Mason & Angela Rivers ~ Historical Trail Presentation

Washington Investments ~ Anniversary Book

RICHARD ALLEN
1760 - 1831

Before going into the History of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church, it is only fitting that we mention the person who made it all
possible. Richard Allen, the founder and first Bishop of the AME Church
who was an extraordinary organizer and minister.

On Sunday in November 1787, Richard Allen and several of his friends,

rebelled against the increasing restrictions of segregation that were
imposed upon their rights fo worship in $t. George's, one of Philadelphia's leading Methodist
Churches. Richard Allen led an exodus of blacks from the church and set about organizing a new
denomination - "The African Methodist Episcopal Church." In less than two years, Richard Allen
and his group had constructed a new church called "Bethel". 1n 1816, Richard Allen was the
prime mover in calling together sixteen independent black Methodist congregations from different
states and organizing them into one group. Richard was elected the first Bishop of this new
denomination.
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HISTORY

Since neither Bethel Church records nor Quarterly Conference minutes before
1800 are available, the time of Bethel’s founding has been determined from the
history of Champaign County which shows that the church was organized in
1863. The Quarterly Conference Journal of 1891 stated that the Church was 28
vears old. Using this date, the time of origin would be 1863.

In 1864, a small group of people, who had been holding prayer meetings and
other religious meetings in their homes, got together and raised funds in the
amount of $600 and erected a small frame building on the property of Mr. Jake
Taylor at 405 E. Park Avenue.l13 years later, in 1877, the property at the
southeast corner of Fourth and Park Streets was purchased and the frame
building at 405 E. Park Avenue was moved to 401 E. Park Avenue, making both
building and ground the property of Bethel A. M. E. Church.

Bethel has a history which includes activity in the commmunity as well as in the
church. During the early part of the century when segregation was a fact of life,
Bethel maintained a park for the neighborhood children on Ellis Street equipped
with volleyball, croquet and tennis. The church also maintained a Reading
Center located in the 100 block of East University Avenue in Champaign. The
church also established a library, had a church orchestra, and served as 2 meeting
place for Black students attending the University of Illinois.

The church has had many active groups which include the Steward Board, the
Trustee Board, the Stewardess Board, the Sunday School, the Lay Organization,
the Helping Hand Club, the Fleur de Lis Club, the Luana Riley Women’s
Missionary Society, the Usher Board, the Willing Workers Club, the Men’s Club,
Men’s Bible Study, Biblical Arts Players, Benevolent Committee, the YPD,
AdultYouth Young Adult Choirs, Women’s Ministry, Temple Shapers, Fitness
Club, Calendar Club, S.O.L.D.LE.R.S. (Step Team), Imani Liturgical Dancers,
Stewardship & Finance Committee, Allen Christian Fellowship, and Scholarship
Committee.

We can look back and be proud of our Bethel Family and the progress made. Itis
important to remember that we, Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, are
a growing church and that our history will never be complete. We continue to
move onward and upward, in the spirit of Sankofa, so that the future generations
will be proud of us, following in our footsteps and fully enjoy the blessings and
glory of God.




Bethel’s History con’t

Bethel A. M. E. Church Ministers
1863 - 2023

1863-1892 — First Church

Rev. Knight Rev. Derrick Rev. A. Burleigh Rev. Rinehart
Rev. J. W. Jackson Rev. William J. Davis Rev. Henry Depugh Rev. Campbell

Rev. Richard Holley Rev. Charles Holmes Rev. E. P. Moore Rev. Harry Lackey

1892-1959 — Second Church

. Harry Lackey . Levi P. Cristy Rev. J. A. Sherman . T. H. Stoner

. Peyton M. Lewis . George Christbrugh Rev. Edward King . M. C. Wright

. Jesse E. Woods . Andrew T. Jackson Rev. George W. Jones . T. S. Henderson
.F. T. Harvey . George W. Jones Rev. J. W. Wiley . John W. Wright
. Peter Cooper . John H. Smith Rev. Charles E. Brooks . Elsie Taborn

. Benjamin Arnett . Henry W. Jameson Rev. C. O. Mitchell . Andrew R. Parks
. Henry Simons . E. G. Jackson Rev. Isaac S. Stone . C. M. Curry

.J.H. W. Jackson . R H. Hackley Rev. George T. Shaw

1959-2017 — Third Church

. C. M. Curry (1959-1961) Rev. Clarence E. Carr (1974-1977) . Steven A. Jackson (1990-1994)
. Blaine Ramsey (1961-1967) Rev. A. C. Wright (1977-1983) . John Nettles, Jr. (1994-1995)
. W. R Stewart (1967-1970) Rev. John Q. Owens (1983-1984) . Charles B. Jackson (1995-2002)
. William N. Guy (1970-1971) Rev. Alfred E. Johnson (1984-1988) . Gregory Wilson (2002-2004)
. H. H. Walker (1971-1974) Rev. H H. Walker(1988-1990) . Roosevelt Lindsey, Jr. (2004-2007)
. Larry D. Lewis (2007-2019)
2017-Present — Fourth Church

. Larry D. Lewis (2007-2019) Rev. Terrance L. Thomas (201 9-present)

Ministerial Staff

. 0. G. Munroe (1984-2008) Deacon Charles Butts (1999-2001) . Eugene Barnes (2001 - 2002)
. Brenda Wilson (2002-2005) Rev. Robin Barrow (2003-2005) . Felix Ahkimie (2015-2019)
. Prince Robertson (2015-2020) Rev. Obie Madison (2016-present)




In Lovuw' Memory

Members
who departed
this life since

our last
Anniversary
and are now
at rest from
their labor.

April 2022 ~ Ai%m 2023







